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Dear Kevin, 
  
Smoke and fire alarms in private homes 
  
Thank you for your letter of 20 October, notifying the proposal to delay 
implementation of new rules on the above for 12 months. The Committee will of 
course judge any instrument on its merits when it comes but I can say that we 
understand why you decided a delay was appropriate under the circumstances.   
  
Thank you also for providing some information as to the circumstances behind the 
public messaging about the rule change, including the false impression given that 
the Scottish Government was endorsing a private business’s services. As you know, 
this led to some confusion and even worry. It would be helpful if you could assure the 
Committee that the opportunity has been taken to learn lessons and, in particular, to 
reinforce protocols around Ministerial sign-off, which clearly did not operate as 
planned in this case.  
  
When, on 19 December 2018, you gave evidence to the Committee on the 
instrument bringing in this new rule you said “there will be a lot of awareness raising 
done about the changes. Again, we will do that in combination with partners, 
including the SFRS.” You agreed that there was a risk of potential confusion about 
what householders would have to do under the new rules and assured us the 
Scottish Government would work with stakeholders to ensure the public message 
was “absolutely right”.  
  
The last few months have not been easy ones for anyone, and we appreciate your 
department will have had additional pressures thrown on it. However, it does appear 



that awareness-raising for the new rules fell well short of the bar you set. With this 
opportunity that the delay will now bring to refocus on running an effective publicity 
campaign, it would be helpful if you could set out what steps you have planned to 
ensure that in around 12 months’ time there will be a good public understanding of 
the new rules.    
  
Your 20 October letter returns to another theme we discussed with you on 19 
December: the precise nature of the legal duty being imposed under the new rules. 
There is still public uncertainty about what householders must do under the new 
rules and what the practical consequences would be if they don’t. In replying to our 
question about awareness-raising, can you please also elaborate on what key 
message you will communicate on this issue. If, as you explain in the letter, the main 
legal duties lie not on householders but on local authorities, it would be helpful if you 
provide an assessment of local authorities’ capacities to make sure the rules are 
adhered to and to react appropriately if they are not.   
  
Finally, it would be helpful to have an update on relevant financial aspects of the rule 
change that we discussed with you on 19 December: 
  

• the potential availability of schemes of assistance at council level to help 
cover the cost of installing new safety equipment in homes. There was a 
perception at the time that this was "patchy" across Scotland; 

• whether the Scottish Fire and Rescue Service could be funded and 
empowered to fit alarms and detectors on home fire-safety visits; 

• whether you remain confident that £200 is likely to be the average cost of 
installing fire and smoke alarms compliant with the new rules in a home. 

  
Yours sincerely,   

  
  
James Dornan MSP  
Convener of the Local Government and Communities Committee   


